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Ex-Convict Indicates 


, By ROBERT LINDSEY 

‘ Sp«cUlWn»Nw*Yot1«Hii»» 

^ LOS ANGELES, May 14 — A former 
■convict said today that he met sevem 
‘times with ChristopheT'John Boyce, the 
^escaped spy for the Soviet Union, and 
^delivered a package from him to a 
iwith a “RussiaiMoundixig* voice’ m 

•Lima,Peru,lasty^n- * ^ 

'> The oackaae apparently containea 
Jdata ab^t a dandSSne Central IntelU^ 
‘gence Agency satellite that many mem- 
bers of intelligence' agencies regard as- 
the nation’s most important photo-recon- 
;naissance system, 

\ Mr. Boyce fled ffom the Federal Cor- 
;rectional Institution at Lompoc, Calif., on 
'Jan. 21, 1980. '' 

' The former convict, Douglas Wargo, 
iaid in an interview that a raiding pail^ 
hf Federal agents missed Mr.- Boyce by 
only nine hours when, acting on a tip that 
'the fugitive was there, th® agents con- 
Iverged on Mr. Wargo?s San Diego home 
last October.- - ^ 

> Both men served time at the Lompoc 
^prison^ but Mr- yj;irgp.^d he had not 
■ known Mr. B<vce 

be met Mr. Boyce through anotter lor-i 
mer Lompoc inmate^in. &m 
Mardi 1980, many months.aftM^s 
release from prison i and about. - tyro 

monthsafterMr.Boyce’se^pe. V s. 

He said that he had" decided- to <Usct^ 
his association with Mr. Boyce nw be 
cause, whUe he was convina^ h^ad 
Sne nothing iUegal, he felt he should 

make the story public^/;, 

Additloiial Secrets Sold? 

■ Mr. Wargo’s account is the first indica- 
tion that Mr. Bcyce, who was convicted In 
•197? and sentenced to 40 years In prison 
for «u»«ing informatlai about American 
espionage satellites to the Soviet Union; 
may have provided additional secrets to 
Sovietagentssincehisescape. , ( • •• 

According to another prisoner, Mr,^ 
Boyce had said before his escape that he 
hoped to finance his flight partly by sell- 
ing the Russians classified documents 
that behad hidden in the Arizona desert. ; 

• Mr. Wargo said that be did riot know 
what had b^ri in the package, forwhidi 


he was given 

Boyc8 had referred to it as the . 

is a Central Intellig^ce Agency 

dw^rapableof making hi^resduUon 

oS^ations in the Soviet Umon or other 
countries as if throu^ a keyhole.^ . . .■ r , 

'} Mr. Boyce was convicted of. selling 
da ta • about another C.I.A. satellite 
project, Pyramidcr,. while workii« as a 
cod^ioom derk In Redondo Beach, 
faHf . for TRW Systems Group, one of 
the C.I.A.’s principal suppliem of recon- 
naissance satellites.;;.,; ' 


Hundreds of Ups Pursued. 

. ; Although theGovwnirientkeptitsecret 
at his trial, prosecution sources said af- 
•terward that be had also sold Soviet 
agents thousands of documents rega^ 

; jn Q 31 ' much more important- satellite 
project, called Rhyolit / . • ; 

\ t-' . 

-^Federal investigative ’is, 

formed orkf^ ' Wargo’s account, said f 
to^y that they did- not know about the 
; trip to Peru or that they had mis^ Mr. 
Boyce so narrowly. But they said th^ 

planned to interview Mr. Wargo. - ■ ^ 

Mr Wargo i insisted . that he did not 
know that Mr. Boyce was an escaped 
prisoner until agents told him on theday 
of the raid. StiU, he said. -After talking to 
him, I fedt kind of close to him. Had I . 
known that he had escaped 'from the* 
prison, and I knew the full magnitude of i 
what he had done, I’d still have done^e 
same things/’.. * 

, Mr.. Wargo. 34 years old, a one-toe 
Cleveland newspaper reporter, earned a 
* reputation as a •♦jailhouse lawyer” while 

in prison on a mail fraud conviction^ I v. 

- He said thatafter his release he was, 
asked by another former inmate to meet 
with an acquaintance “who was involved 
in the appUl process” and ne^ed ad. 

.vice . . '* ' ' ■" i' 

At a meeting in San Diego, he said, 
where the man gave his n^e as 
”Chris,” he suggested how he might ap- 
prtM^ an appeal of his case_but didjiot 


i^ve him much hope of success. .V 
At a meeting the next day in Tijuana, 
Mexico, Mr. Wargo said, “He told me 
that for him to do anything, to have an in- 
vestigation for an appeal, he’d have to 
have some money, and he said he had a 
means to get it, but it required a trip to 
Peru. He said that he couldn’t go himself 
and he couldn’t use the mails because 
there was a mail strike in Peru. He asked 
me if I would go, and I said I would.” 

Mr. Wargo’s passport indicates that he 
landed at Lima on March 12 and re-eh- 
tezed the United States March 15. 

- A Man With ’a Heavy AccenlV i 
* checked in at the Sheraton Hotel, 
which is near the U.S. Embassy in Lima, 
and called the number Chris gave me,” 
Mr. Wargo said. ”A man answered; he 
had a hea'/y accent, it could have been 
Yugoslavi^^, or a Russian-sounding 
voice. He ^d ‘Hello,’ and, I said, T have 
theKH-11 manuscript.’ ” ; - 

Mr. Wargo said that the man, "about 
57, and bald, with graying hair at the 
edges, and dxxioping shoulders: maybe 
about five-nhie,” came to his bml room 
and, while saying no more than a dozen 
words, opened the package and s^died 
its contents. . - -i ’ 

"He looked through It for about 45 
minutes and looked at every page; it 
looked like &ere were a lot of tables and 
specifications and some photographs on 
the paper. I said, ‘Is that what you want- 
ed?’ but he didn’t say anytiiing. He 
seemed pleased with what he had, and he 
gave me »,500 in $100-bill currwscy.” 

Mr. Wargo said he flew home and met 
Mr. Boyce two days later at the Tijuana 
airport, where he gave Mr, Boyce the 
stack of $100 bills and Mr: hoyce gave 
him "the rest of my expense, plus an 
additional couple of hundred.” " 

They parted, Mr. Wargo said, then Mr. 
Boyce called again last October and 
asked for a small loan. Mr. Wargo, agreed, 
ing to the request, invited Mr. Boyce to 
spend the night at Ms home. - - 
It was after’Mr. Boyce left San Diego 
the next day, Oct. 25, that Federal agents, 
dressed in military fatigues and armed 
with automatic rifl», raided both Mr. 
Wargo’s home and at of a friei^ , 
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